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Remarks 



Reconsideration of the subject application is requested. 
Claims 1-13 and 15-16 are pending. In this paper, no claims are amended. 
Items 1, 2, 3, and 4 on page 2 of the Office action are noted with thanks. 
The status of claims 1-10 and 13 as being allowable is acknowledged with thanks. 
Claims 11,15, and 16 stand rejected for alleged obviousness from Suzuki '852. This 
rejection is traversed. 

The priority date of the instant application is December 4, 2000, which is before the U.S. 
filing date of Suzuki '852. Suzuki '852 is a § 102(e) reference used in an obviousness rejection. 
Suzuki '852 also has the same assignee as the instant application, namely Nikon Corporation. On 
the priority date, the priority application to the instant application was filed with the JPO on 
behalf of Nikon Corporation, as indicated on the attached copy of the cover page of the priority 
document (of record), on which the Japanese characters for "Nikon Corporation" are circled. 

In view of the above, Suzuki '852 should be removed as prior art under 35 U.S.C. 



Therefore, all the pending claims are in condition for allowance, and action to such end is 
requested. 



One World Trade Center, Suite 1600 
121 S.W. Salmon Street 
Portland, Oregon 97204 
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§ 103(c). 



Respectfully submitted, 



KLARQUIST SPARKMAN, LLP 



By 
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